Methods

Censuses and registers
Most countries that provided census or register data have applied a random rounding procedure intended to prevent the disclosure of individual information. This procedure consists in randomly rounding each data cell to the closest upper or lower multiple of 3 or 5. Any figure extracted from the database reflects this procedure and the population totals or subtotals may therefore vary slightly from one table to the other.
Labour force surveys
In order to improve the reliability of the population estimates from the labour force surveys, several surveys over the period [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] have been stacked and the figures have been averaged over this period. The significance thresholds provided by Eurostat for individual surveys were adapted to reflect the increased sample size resulting from this operation, taking into account the overlap between two successive surveys. No cell with a population below these calculated thresholds can be published, and these cells are assumed to have a zero population.
Classifications and variables
Countries of birth
With regard to the coding of countries of birth, the objective was to minimise residual (i.e. "other") categories. An attempt was made to preserve the maximum information available while distinguishing between continental/regional residual categories whenever this was possible (i.e. "Other Africa", "Other Europe", "Other Asia", "Other South and Central America and Caribbean", "Other Oceania", "Other North America").
With regard to split, recomposed or newly constituted countries, there was little choice but to respect the coding in the national data collection, which varies from one country to another. In the United States, for example, people born in Korea have a choice of three ways to indicate their country of birth: Korea, North Korea or South Korea. More than 80% of them indicated they were born in Korea, without further specification. In the Japanese census data, it is not possible to identify in which part of the Korean peninsula a person was born; the place of birth of people born on the current territories of the Republic of Korea or the Democratic People's Republic of Korea is therefore noted "Korea unspecified". In the censuses of many OECD countries, the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic are aggregated under the name of the former Czechoslovakia. The same applies to the former USSR and the former Yugoslavia.
To produce a consistent list of countries of birth across receiving countries, some minor adjustments had to be made, especially with respect to small islands and overseas territories.
This recoding explains the small differences that might exist with national estimates for foreign-born and native-born populations. The following recodings were carried out:
Regarding imprecise or missing information on the place of birth, there are two coding possibilities. For foreign-born people whose country of birth is not known or is too imprecise to fall into one of the continental categories, the country of birth is coded as Other (OTH). Since the definition of the category Other is specific to each OECD reporting country, the overall Other category does not have any particular meaning in terms of country or region of origin. For people whose birth status (native or foreign-born) is unknown, the country of birth is coded as Unknown (UNK). As can be seen in Table A.2, for most countries, the share of the population for whom the place of birth is completely undetermined is very small. However, a few countries have a significant proportion of the population with an unknown place of birth (in particular the Slovak Republic, Germany, Australia, Switzerland and New Zealand). For the OECD area as a whole, the share of people with an unknown place of birth is less than 1%.
Due to confidentiality issues or imprecise information, the place of birth is sometimes recorded at the continental level instead of the country level. The detailed list of the countries and regions of birth represented in the database is provided in Table A .3.
® Special cases
G Japan -Since data based on the country of birth are not available, a citizenship-based definition of migration is used. The immigrants are assumed to be individuals living in Japan and not holding Japanese nationality. This definition has obvious shortcomings. Though this method attempts to make the best use of the existing data on immigrants in Germany, it must be kept in mind that the definition of "foreign-born" in the German case is different from that of the other countries, thus limiting comparability.
Education
The International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED; cf. UNESCO 1997) was used as a baseline, but groups have been aggregated as follows: Some countries were not able to provide data distinguishing between Tertiary 1 and Tertiary 2: this was the case for Austria, France, the United Kingdom, Hungary and Japan.
Whenever labour force surveys had to be used, because of the limited sample size, levels ISCED 5 and ISCED 6 were aggregated into a single tertiary education category.
Therefore a more compact classification with three levels (Primary, Secondary and Tertiary) has also been produced for all countries to reflect the lowest common denominator.
® Special cases
G Luxembourg -Individuals with an ISCED 6 level of education cannot be identified and are included in the Unknown Education category.
G Norway -Illiterate people or people with no education are not recorded in the ISCED 0 category but allocated to the Unknown Education category.
Age
Age is recorded in 5-year age groups when the source is a census or a register (generally 15-19, 20-24, etc. to 65-69 and 70+) . When the source is a labour force survey, because of limited sample size, only three broad age categories are recorded in the database: 15-24, 25-64 and 65+. This broader classification was also extended to the other countries for the purposes of comparability.
® Special cases
G Spain and the United States -The age groups are 16-19, 20-24, etc . People aged 15 are therefore missing from the database for these two countries.
G Sweden -The age groups are 16-20, 21-25, etc. to 66-70 and 71-74 . People aged 15 and, more importantly, people aged over 74 are therefore missing for Sweden.
Duration of stay
Duration of stay is only recorded for the foreign-born population. In the census and register data, duration of stay is recorded in six categories:
G one year or less.
G one to three years.
G three to five years.
G five to ten years.
G ten to twenty years.
G more than twenty years.
Only 14 countries were able to provide data on the duration of stay based on censuses or population registers. Labour force surveys have been used to obtain information on European countries with missing duration-of-stay data (see Table A .1). For this reason, the population figures obtained from File B for individual destination countries are not always comparable with that of the other files if the source is different (census or register), and the information on the countries of birth may not be as exhaustive. In most cases, however, the discrepancy is minimal. Due to sample size issues, only three broad categories are used when the source is the labour force survey (five years or less, five to ten years and more than ten years). To guarantee the comparability of data across countries, this threecategory classification has been extended to all the countries.
For some countries, there is a substantial share of the foreign-born population for which duration of stay is unknown, in particular Italy (47%), Greece (38%), Ireland (36%), France (22%), Luxembourg (7%) and New Zealand (6%). For all the other countries, the share of foreign-born people with an unknown duration of stay is less than 5%.
® Special cases
G New Zealand -The six categories for the duration of stay recorded in the database are slightly different: less than 1 year, 1 to 2 years, 3 to 4 years, 5 to 9 years, 10 to 19 years, 20 years and more.
Labour force status
The most detailed classification of labour force status in the database comprises five categories:
G Inactive -student.
G Inactive -retiree.
G Inactive -other.
For some countries, the cause of inactivity is not available. There is no detail at all on the cause of inactivity for Canada, New Zealand or Poland. Nor is the cause of inactivity recorded in the database for Germany or the Netherlands, for which the source is the labour force survey.
Therefore a broader classification common to all countries has also been established, with three categories: employed, unemployed and inactive.
® Special cases
G Australia -Students are not distinguished from other inactive people, but retirees are.
G Japan and the United States -Retirees are not distinguished from other inactive people, but students are.
Occupation (only for employed people)
Occupations are recorded in the database according to the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO-88, cf. ILO 1990) . In File D (Occupation), the underlying classification is at the sub-major group level of ISCO-88 (two-digit level, 28 categories of occupation). In File E (Detailed occupation), the underlying classification is at the sub-group level of ISCO-88 (three-digit level, 116 categories of occupation). Most countries were able to provide occupation data both at the two-digit and three-digit levels of ISCO-88.
Some countries only provided data at the two-digit level. For these countries, the data are unavailable in File E. Some countries do not classify occupations using ISCO-88 but use national classifications instead. Most national classifications are close enough to ISCO-88 to allow a correct mapping at the two-digit or three-digit level, but this is not always the case. When the internal logic of the national classification is too distant from that of ISCO-88, the mapping is at best imperfect. In some (rare) cases, it is impossible to reconcile the national and international classifications, even at the one-digit level.
Some European countries are using the European Community version of ISCO-88 (ISCO-COM), which differs slightly from the published ISCO-88 codes at the three-digit level. In particular, ISCO-COM has a category 247 (Public service administrative professionals) that does not exist in ISCO-88. Since the number of workers included in this category is rather large in some countries, it was decided to keep this category in the final classification.
The list of occupation groups in ISCO-88 (one-digit and two-digit levels) is reproduced in 
® Special cases
G Australia -The mapping between the Australian Standard Classification of Occupations (ASCO) and ISCO-88 was produced by the National Statistical Organisation.
G Canada -The mapping between the National Occupational Classification (NOC) and ISCO-88 at the two-digit level was produced by the National Statistical Organisation. At the three-digit level, as no mapping between the NOC and ISCO-88 was available, the data are provided under the NOC (140 categories).
G Czech Republic -No data on occupations are available at the three-digit level.
G France -The mapping between the classification Professions et Catégories socioprofessionnelles and ISCO-88 was produced by the OECD Secretariat using a partial mapping table provided by the National Statistical Organisation.
G Germany -No data on occupations are available at the three-digit level.
G Ireland -The mapping between the Irish classification, based on the UK Standard Occupational Classification (UK SOC), and ISCO-88 was produced by the National Statistical Organisation.
G Italy -The census only records broad occupation groups, which are similar to the onedigit level of ISCO-88. No information is available at the two-digit and three-digit levels.
G Japan -The available Japan Standard Classification of Occupations (JSOC) is too different from ISCO-88 and not detailed enough to allow the construction of a satisfying correspondence table between the two. In particular, the ISCO-88 major groups 2 (Professionals) and 3 (Technicians and associate professionals) cannot be identified in the Japanese classification, where they belong to a single category "Professional and technical workers". The Japanese classification was therefore kept as it is in the database (File D). Table A .5 provides the categories of the JSOC that are available in the database.
G New Zealand -The mapping between the New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations (NZSCO) and ISCO-88 was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The NZSCO and ISCO-88 are identical at the two-digit level. Some adjustments have been made at the three-digit level, since the NZSCO has some additional categories that do not exist in ISCO-88. Workers belonging to these categories have been allocated to the corresponding two-digit group.
G Portugal -The mapping between the Classificação Nacional das Profissões (CNP 94) and ISCO-88 was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The CNP 94 and ISCO-88 are identical at the two-digit level. Some adjustments have been made at the three-digit level, since the CNP 94 has some additional categories that do not exist in ISCO-88. Workers belonging to these categories have been allocated to the corresponding two-digit group.
G Slovak Republic -No data on occupations are available at the three-digit level.
G Sweden -The mapping between the Swedish Standard Classification of Occupations (SSYK) and ISCO-88 was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The SSYK and ISCO-88 are identical at the two-digit level. Some adjustments have been made at the three-digit level, since the SSYK has some additional categories that do not exist in ISCO-88. Workers belonging to these categories have been reallocated to the appropriate ISCO-88 categories.
G Switzerland -The mapping between the Nomenclature Générale des Activités (NOGA) and ISCO-88 was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The NOGA is virtually identical to ISCO-88 at the two-digit and three-digit levels.
G Turkey -The occupations were provided according to ISCO-68 (ILO, 1968) , which is not compatible with ISCO-88 at the two-digit level. The data in File D is therefore provided under . No data on occupations are available at the three-digit level.
G United Kingdom -The mapping between the UK Standard Occupational Classification (UK SOC) and ISCO-88 was produced by the National Statistical Organisation.
G United States -The occupations were provided according to the Census Bureau Occupation codes, which do not map correctly to ISCO-88, even at the one-digit level.
The data in File D are therefore provided under the Census Bureau classification (23 categories -see Table A 
Sector of activity (only for employed people)
Sectors of activity are recorded according to the International Standard Industrial Classification Rev. 3 (ISIC, cf. UN, 1989) , at the division level (two-digit level, 60 sectors). Some countries have only been able to provide data at the tabulation category level (one-letter level, 17 sectors).
Countries do not necessarily record activities in censuses or registers according to ISIC and may use national classifications instead. Most national classifications are close enough to ISIC to allow a correct mapping at the two-digit level, but this is not always the case. When the internal logic of the national classification is too distant from that of ISIC, the mapping is at best imperfect.
For some countries, the final classification in the database is at the one-letter level. For a number of others, in order to preserve the available information, the classification is a mix between the one-letter level and the two-digit level.
The list of sectors in ISIC (one-letter level) is reproduced in Table A .7. For practical reasons, the first two tabulation categories of ISIC (A: Agriculture, hunting and forestry, and B: Fishing) have been aggregated in the database to form a top-level sector labelled A_B.
® Special cases
G Australia -The mapping between the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) and ISIC was produced by the National Statistical Organisation.
Most of the resulting ISIC classification is at the two-digit level, but some industries could only be mapped to a one-letter level sector.
G Canada -The mapping between the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) and ISIC was produced by the National Statistical Organisation. The resulting ISIC classification is at the two-digit level except for some mining activities, which are recorded at the one-letter level.
G Czech Republic -The mapping between the Czech classification of industries and ISIC was produced by the OECD Secretariat using indications provided by the National Statistical Organisation. The resulting ISIC classification is mostly at the two-digit level but some industries could only be mapped to a one-letter level sector. Some other industries could only be mapped to a higher-level group of activities, leading to the creation of one hybrid category that is specific to Czech Republic (O_P_Q).
G Finland -Most of the classification is at the two-digit level of ISIC, but some activities are only recorded at the one-letter level.
G France -The mapping between the Nomenclature d'Activités Française (NAF 16) and ISIC was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The resulting ISIC classification is at the oneletter level, but some industries could only be mapped to higher-level groups of activities, leading to the creation of hybrid categories that are specific to France (D_E, H_O, I_K, O_Q).
G Italy -The census only records broad sectors of activity, which are not detailed enough for the two-digit level of ISIC. The resulting ISIC classification is therefore at the one-letter level.
G New Zealand -The mapping between the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) and ISIC was produced by the OECD Secretariat. Most of the resulting ISIC classification is at the two-digit level, but some industries could only be mapped to a one-letter level sector.
G Poland -Most of the classification is at the two-digit level of ISIC but some activities are only recorded at the one-letter level.
G Switzerland -The mapping between the Nomenclature Générale des Activités (NOGA) and ISIC was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The resulting ISIC classification is at the one-letter level.
G Turkey -The mapping between the Turkish classification of industries and ISIC was produced by the OECD Secretariat. The resulting ISIC classification is mostly at the two-digit level but some industries could only be mapped to a one-letter level sector.
G United Kingdom -Most of the classification is at the two-digit level of ISIC but some activities are only recorded at the one-letter level.
G United States -The classification provided by the National Statistical Organisation corresponds to the one-letter level of ISIC.
Field of study
Data on the fields of study only cover the people with a tertiary education. The classification is made according to the major groups defined in ISCED 1997 (see Table A .8 for the details of these groups).
Derivation of selected indicators
Emigration rate
For the purposes of this publication, the emigration rate of a given country is defined as the ratio of the emigrated population to the native population.
Labour market indicators
Three labour market indicators can be constructed using these data: the activity rate, the employment rate and the unemployment rate. In order to compute the activity and employment rates, it was assumed that the active age group is 15-64, i.e. all people aged 65+ are retired. 
